1

ADRIATIC
VILLAS

Dear Guest
We have designed this directory to provide you with basic
information about our villa, the local amenities,
attractions and other helpful information.
We hope you have a wonderful holiday in this very special
heritage city of Dubrovnik and enjoy the stunning scenery
of the Adriatic.
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Important Information:
Do feel free to contact our Villa Manager, Renato Marlais, with any questions about your stay and any
further information that we can provide for you. Renato is available for all requests for excursions, taxi
assistance and restaurant bookings from 8am to 8pm.
Wi-Fi - There is free internet access for all guests to use at the villa.
The connection will appear as Villa Sunrise. Password is: 5432154321.
Ambulance Telephone: 112
Dubrovnik General Hospital is in the Lapad district of Dubrovnik
Pharmacy: there is a pharmacy nearby in Srebreno and a Doctors clinic in Kupari
There is also a tourist ambulance, which operates in July & August in Kupari.
Tel: 00385 20 487 060
If you are a UK Citizen with an EHIC card you are able to access public healthcare provided in Croatia at a
reduced cost, or sometimes for free.
Emergencies: call 112
In the case of a fire, police or ambulance emergency please call:
The Single European Emergency Number: 112
You can call the emergency number 112 with your mobile phone free of charge from all member states of
the European Union. Even when the mobile network is not available, you can call the emergency number
112 with your mobile phone.
For a Villa Emergency please call: Renato Marlais - Mobile 00385 98 177 3503
Please note that our Villa Manager is available to take calls between the hours of 8am and 8pm. If there
are any calls outside of these hours that are not emergencies, then a 300 kuna charge may be made.
The British Embassy in Zagreb: 01 600 9100 - out of hours number for the
Duty Officer: 07 091 455 5310
The Single European Emergency Number: 112
Dubrovnik Airport: 00385 20 773 377
Directory Enquiries: 00385 1 988
International Operator: 00385 1 901
International Directory Assistance: 00385 1 902
Emergency Road Service: 00385 1 1987
Sea Rescue: 00385 1 95
Croatian Angels: 062 999 999 Tourist information Service providing answers to all your questions
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Telephones
Direct dial code from the UK & Ireland to Croatia: 00385 + area code + number
Direct dial code from Croatia to the UK & Ireland: 0044 + area code + number
Currency
The Croatian currency is the Kuna (kn) which is divided into 100 lipa. Croatia joined the EU in July 2013
however, there are no immediate plans to adopt the Euro as its currency. Therefore, you will find that
some prices are displayed in Euros to cater for the many visitors from countries which have adopted the
Euro, thus making it easier for them to calculate prices. It is advisable to have cash ( Euro’s or Kuna) with
you at all times as some restaurants and the smaller supermarkets don’t take credit cards.
Banks
• There are lots of Banks in the centre of Dubrovnik.
• Most have English-speaking staff and you can usually access money from your home bank account
at the ATM/cash machine.
• Money can also be exchanged at the Post Office.
•
Identification
It is compulsory for everyone to carry formal identification with them at all times, either in the form of an
ID card or passport.
Tourist Information
The nearest Tourist Information Office is in Srebreno, the village just before Mlini. Tel: 00385 20 486 254
Directions:
Turn right out of the villa, drive through the village until the roundabout with the church, turn right and
drive past the quarry to the T-Junction (with traffic lights) with the coastal road. Turn left, back towards the
airport and go through the village of Kupari and past a petrol station (INA) on your right. Take the next
turning on the right with a small blue i sign. The Tourist Information is the first on your left.
Opening hours:
Mon-Fri
8am-3pm
Saturday
8am-12noon
Sunday
Closed

July & August
Mon-Fri
8am-7pm
Saturday
8am-12noon
Sunday &
8am-12noon
Public Holidays

There is another Tourist Information just by the Pile Gate in the Old Walled City opposite the Hilton Hotel.
Opening Hours: 8am-8pm Tel: 00385 20 427 591

5

10 Useful words in Croatian
English

Croatian

Pronunciation

Hello

Zdravo/bog

zdra-vaw/bawg

Goodbye

Do viđenja

Daw-vee-je-nya

Good morning

Dobro jutro

Daw-braw yoo-traw

Good day

Dobar dan

Daw-bar dan

Good evening

Dobra večer

Daw-bra ve-cher

Good night

Laku noć

La-koo nawch

Yes

Da

Dah

No

Ne

ne

Please

Molim

Maw-leem

Thank you

Hvala

Hva-la

Do Croatians Speak English?
Nearly all Croatians speak at least one other language. In the north, the second language is likely to be
German, while along the coast, it is likely to be Italian. Tri-lingual Croatians are not rare. English is widely,
although not universally, spoken. Anyone working in the tourist business in any way will have mastered
some English and for young people, English is now the second language of choice.

Villa Manager
Renato is our Villa Manager and has been looking after our villa for many years. He is Croatian and his
wife is half-American half-Croatian so his English is superb! He has three young children and lives in the
centre of Dubrovnik.
Please think of him as your concierge. Ask him for recommendations on restaurants, suggest great boat
trips or just tell you the best way to get somewhere. His services are free!
A previous guest comment was:
“Using Renato has meant we haven’t had to wait in queues to get into a restaurant, we got better seats in
the house and a free aperitif”

6

General Information:
Voltage
Local voltage is 220V, 50Hz. UK guests should note that power outlets in Croatia are the two-pin type and
that a continental socket adaptor is required.
Water
Tap water is drinkable throughout Croatia.
Local Time
Croatia is one hour ahead of British local time all year round.
Crime
Croatia in general is safe and crime-free. However, normal prudence in the security of valuables and
avoidance of public display of money is recommended.
Basics
Official name: Republic of Croatia
Official language: Croatian
Alphabet: Latin
Currency: Kuna (100 lipa)
Population (last census): 4.29 million
Capital: Zagreb (nearly 1 million inhabitants)
Postage
Your holiday postcards take approximately 4-10 days to reach home. Stamps are sold with postcards.
Taxi
Uber is widely available in Dubrovnik and is generally very efficient. You can pick up an Uber in a matter of
minutes.
24hr Taxi Service in Dubrovnik
Tel: 00385 20 970
Parking
There is a 700-space car park on the main road into the Old City on the right-hand side. There is a blue sign
saying ‘Parking 200m’. Sat Nav It is very easy to overshoot the entrance as it is set back from the road.
Parking here is much cheaper than further down into the city and it is then only a short walk to the old city
from here. Daily or hourly tickets can be purchased.
There is a small open air car park near the Polce gate underneath the cable car. Sat Nav
Driving in Croatia
• It is compulsory to have headlights on at all times .
• It is compulsory to wear seat belts at all times.
• Mobile phones should not be used whilst driving.
• It is a legal requirement to inform the police as soon as you have a traffic accident (Tel 92) and to use a
hazard warning triangle.
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•

•
•
•

If you damage a hire car (however slightly!) you must call the hire car company and tell them straight
away. It may be necessary to get the police to complete a report (this is usually for damages over
€1,000). The report is necessary in order to claim back on the hire car insurance.
Anyone driving under the influence of alcohol will have their license revoked.
Any violations, including speeding, incur an on the spot fine. Fines range from 300 kuna to 10,000 kuna
depending on the severity of the incident.
In case of a breakdown Tel: 987.

Official speed limits are:
• 50km/h (30miles/h) in built up areas
• 80km/h (50miles/h) outside residential areas
• 100km/h (62miles/h) on major roads
• 130km/h (80 miles/h) on motorways
Minibus Hire
It is possible to book a minibus with an English speaking driver for journeys to the Old City, Airport, wine
tasting in Peljesac and many other excursions.
Please speak to Renato who will be able to arrange this and provide a quote for you.
Local Bus Service from Brgat Village to the Old City
The public bus service is very reliable and efficient. The bus will stop directly outside the villa if you wave it
down and takes between 10-20 minutes to go to the Pile Gate in the Old City. Please ask Renato for the
timetable or go to the page below:
http://www.libertasdubrovnik.hr/ras/10-01-2019-1547126815.pdf
Bus route No 17 goes past the villa. Route: Bosanka - Pile.
Petrol Stations
There are several petrol stations near the villa:
• Komolac: turn left at the junction in the village by the church and go down the hill (5 min drive) until
you see the petrol station INA on your left. Just opposite the petrol station is a marina with a café and
a small supermarket, Konzum
• Srebreno: Head back towards the airport and the petrol station INA is on your right just before the
turning to the Tourist Information just past Kupari
• Airport: Continue just past Dubrovnik airport and there is a petrol station on your left. This is a good
one to go to if you need to fill up before you return your hire car.
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The Villa
Welcome Pack
We have provided you with a starter selection of the basic essentials
of washing up liquid, dishwasher tablets, tea towels, bin liners, a
dishcloth and soap to start you on your holiday.
Iron & Ironing Board
The villa has one iron and ironing board, which is available in the
utility room in Slano for all guests to use.
Hairdryer
The villa has a hairdryer in each bedroom for guests to use. They can be found in the top drawer. Please
ensure that it is in the same position when you leave.
Children’s Equipment
We have a high chair, travel cot and footstools to reach the sink and toilet and a selection of children’s
plates, bowls and cutlery. Please ask if we have not provided these for you already.
Rubbish & Recycling
The villa has a dustbin for all guests to use just outside the villa. Residential recycling collections are only
just being introduced in the Dubrovnik region so please speak to Renato about current recycling
arrangements. Please do not leave rubbish bags outside the villa overnight, as they will attract pests and
animals.
Communal rubbish and recycling can be found at the roundabout by the church:
• Drive through the village to the junction with the church, turn right and there is a rubbish and recycling
collection point immediately on your right. Recycling bins are available for Paper, Glass and Plastics.
Air-conditioning/Heating
There are air-conditioning/heating units in all bedrooms and living areas. Please read the instruction guide
at the back of the manual as to how they operate. Please turn them off when leaving the Villa.
DO NOT leave doors and windows open when the air-conditioning is operating. If an engineer is called out
for an overheated fuse, the bill of 450 kn (€60) may be forwarded to the guests.
Hot Water
There are 3 switches outside the bathrooms.
1. The bathroom light
2. The bathroom heater above the door
3. The hot water immersion.
The hot water has been put on for your arrival but please turn it off from time to time, it heats up within
30 minutes.
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Television Instructions
Please see the back of the manual for specific TV instructions in each apartment. All TVs are smart TVs and
are connected to the internet where possible. There is also a Netflix subscription for the villa. The Croatian
television channels show a lot of English programmes with English subtitles.
DVD
Turn the DVD on and it should override the Television. If not, press the sources button on the remote to
show the device. Press sources again to remove the display. Use the DVD controller to use the DVD
Bluetooth Speaker
When using the Bluetooth speaker in Slano it will display “CLLSPKACTION” on your device.
Wi-Fi
There is free internet access for all guests to use at the villa. The connection will appear as Villa Sunrise.
Password is: 5432154321.
Dishwasher Instructions
Press ‘P’ then choose which programme you require: 1, 2 or 3. Then depress the on/off button on the far
right.
Laundry
There is a washing machine in the utility room in Slano, the main apartment on the ground floor. This is
free for guests to use.
Security
Please ensure all windows and doors are locked when leaving the Villa.
Smoking
May we respectfully ask you not to smoke in the Villa. We have provided ashtrays for you to smoke
outside on the terrace and balconies.
Outside the Villa
There are occasionally small grass snakes in the garden, which are harmless, but it is a good idea to wear
shoes if you are walking around the garden/pool/Bar-B-Q areas. A neighbour’s cat sometimes comes to
visit; please DO NOT feed him, encourage him or allow him inside.
Please feel free to enjoy your music and company in the evenings on the terrace. However, please can you
be aware that we do have neighbours and the noise resonates around the valley. Therefore, we request
that you take the music and conversation inside the villa after 11.00pm.
Sun Umbrellas
Please do not leave the sun umbrellas open on the terraces and by the pool when they are not in use as
the Brgat wind can be very strong and cause considerable damage to them. They can remain in place, but
just not ‘open’.
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SWIMMING POOL
The swimming pool is a great addition to
the Villa and we hope you enjoy it in the
surrounding beautiful countryside, with
its stunning views of the Adriatic. We
request that you don’t use the pool after
11.00pm to respect the peace of our
neighbours.

PLEASE ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING RULES:
•

LIFEGUARD COVER IS NOT PROVIDED

•

Children under 16 MUST be supervised by a responsible adult at all times

• No Diving or Running
•

Caution: Surface Floor may be slippery

•

No glass or alcohol allowed

•

Please check for depth markings and access steps.

•

Deep end: 1.7m Shallow end: 0.9m

•

You are strongly advised not to swim alone

•

Please do not take china or glass to the poolside; there are plastic plates and cups in the villa which
can be used instead

•

Please do not take the white Villa towels down to the pool. Pool towels are available and we would
encourage you to use them to protect our sun lounger cushions from sun lotion stains. The
swimming pool is available every day and will be cleaned on a regular basis

•

Guests may use the swimming pool at their own risk; Adriatic Villas can accept no responsibility.
Thank you for your cooperation
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Barbecue
There is a BBQ for guests to use near the pool with
tools provided. Please buy your own charcoal and
lighters and dampen the coals once you have
finished cooking in order to minimise the risk of
fire. There is an outside light for the BBQ; the
switch is just to the left of St Ivan’s front door.
Please clean the grills after use.
Chef/Cook
One of our most popular requests is our Private
Chef who can come to the villa and cook you a delicious BBQ grill. The chef has a large menu of fresh local
seafood and traditional fare. The price will include 3 courses, an aperitif, setting and serving at the table
and all the washing up afterwards! Perfect if you are celebrating a special occasion.
The private chef dinners must be booked in advance and can be paid upon arrival at the villa in Croatian
Kuna. Renato can organise this for no extra charge.

Supermarkets
The following is a list of the supermarkets and produce shops where you can find all that Dubrovnik has to
offer:
Konzum and Lidl: Are both the nearest supermarkets to the villa and have a selection of international
products and fresh produce, as well as random items for the home and clothing. Lidl focuses on seasonal
products and often has great produce imported from Italy. You can usually get everything you need here
for your weekly food shop. The in-store bakery is highly recommended and they also have very reasonably
priced chocolate and wine!
Directions:
Turn right out of the villa, through the village until the roundabout with the church. Turn right at this
junction and continue past the quarry until you reach a T-Junction (with traffic lights). Turn left, as if you
are heading back towards the airport and then take the next left at the traffic lights. Follow the road down
the hill and where the road turns sharply to the left, go straight over the roundabout and you will find Lidl
on your left.
Opening hours: 8am-9pm 7 days a week
Konzum – Sub City
Konzum is one of the largest Supermarket chains in Dubrovnik with many small branches across the city.
However, the Konzum in Sub City (Sub City is a large Shopping Centre) is its largest and finest. It has fresh
departments of butchers, bakery, delicatessen and Konzum’s first ever fresh fish market. Sub City has an
underground car park and is located on the main road (D8) back in the direction of the airport on the right
hand side in the village of Srebreno. (5 kuna or a10 pence piece required for the trolley). Parking is free for
2 hours.
Opening hours: 9am-9pm 7 days a week.
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Konzum:
As well as the ‘Super’ branch within the Sub City Shopping Centre Konzum has many branches throughout
Dubrovnik and a very small branch near the ACI Marina which is handy to stop at if you go into Dubrovnik
that way or are travelling in the direction of Split.
Tommy:
This is another medium-sized supermarket with a good selection of products, but with very poor produce.
What it lacks in produce it makes up for with a great bakery just out front: a good place to buy bureks,
bread, and cakes sold whole or by the slice. It is located in the centre of Dubrovnik’s business district in
Gruz and can easily be reached by public bus from the Old Town.
Pemo:
A smaller supermarket near Tommy, but with a better selection of produce and a larger butcher. It is
located in a small shopping centre with a couple of home and electronic stores upstairs.
Bio I Bio:
A specialty shop selling mostly organic (‘bio’) and healthy food options. It caters for those with dietary
restrictions and those who prefer natural, unprocessed foods. It’s also a great place for finding
international products from Asia and the Middle East. It is located in the Tommy Center in Gruz.
Kerum:
A medium-sized supermarket in a shopping centre in Lapad. It has a good selection of products and a
decent fresh fish section, but the produce isn’t great. Parking is really difficult to find here. There is also a
smaller branch in Ploce near the Old Town.
Gruz Market:
A large outdoor produce, fish and flower market located on the Gruz Harbor. This is where you can find the
best produce and freshest fish, but it is best to arrive early at 8am to get a good selection (especially for
fish). TIP: When you enter the market, continue past the large tables in front and look for the older women
in the back with a smaller selection. The produce is more likely to be locally grown and, though it may not
look perfect, will probably taste better.
Batala Market:
This place may have a name, but everyone just refers to it by the name of the street it is on: Batala. It’s a
small market with a great selection of fruit and vegetables. Most of the produce is local and seasonal, but it
is possible to find imports such as pineapples and mangoes as well.
Bread - please check timing with Renato as the service may vary.
There is a mobile baker who sells lovely fresh bread every morning in the village; he comes in a white van
and stops on the corner in the centre just before Popret between 9-9.30am. It is a lovely experience to
queue with the locals and some of our guests have even been invited back to tea with the neighbours!

Please see our excursions book for more information on guided tours and experiences. Up
to date information for restaurant opening times, menus and reviews are widely available
online, these are our local restaurants.
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Nearest Restaurants
There are many restaurants throughout Dubrovnik. We recommend Renato as your font of all knowledge
for eating out. He is an absolute gem of information and always up-to-date with the best and most
appropriate restaurants for you.
There are a couple of restaurants very close to the villa, the
details of which are below:
Konoba Popret
Only a 2 minute walk from the Villa is a family restaurant with
stunning mountain and sea views from the outside terrace.
Konoba Popret specialises in local traditional dishes such as lamb
or pork under the bell, venison stew and grilled meats.
www.konobrapopret.com/hr
Opening hours: Monday-Sunday 11am-12am

Konoba Dubrava
The next nearest restaurant to Villa Sunrise is,
Konoba Dubrava in the next village of Bosanka,
about a 5 minute drive away. This is a charming
rustic family run restaurant serving fresh local
fish and traditional game dishes. All their meat is
cooked in the traditional way over an open fire
and you can really taste the difference! They
also do a local traditional game dish that is
cooked on an open fire under a bell, which you
can see in the restaurant. If you wish to order
this dish it requires two days’ notice as it involves
a long slow cooking process.
Tel: 00385 20 416 405 Mob: 00385 95 420
4000
www.konobadubrava.com
Directions
Come out of the villa and turn left, continue up the road, and then down the hill with the beautiful
panorama of the Old Walled City on your left. Continue until you reach a T-Junction. Turn right and the
restaurant, Konoba Dubrava is shortly on your right just down the drive.

Opening hours:
Nov-May
Closed Mondays
Tues-Sunday 4pm-11pm

June-Oct
Closed Mondays
Tues-Sun 12noon-midnight
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Nearest Beach
The beaches in the Dubrovnik area are pebbly but wonderfully crystal clear with gorgeous blue sparkling
waters set amidst the backdrop of the rugged mountains. We do recommend beach shoes for small
children in Dubrovnik as the pebbles can be tricky to walk on!
The nearest beach to the villa is in Srebreno which is a beautiful sandy beach and under a 10 minute drive
away. Please do not take the Villa towels to the beach.
Directions:
Pass the quarry to the junction with the main coastal road and turn left. Follow the coastal road through
the village of Kupari and past the INA petrol station. Take the first right hand turn after the petrol station
(near Sub City Shopping Mall) and the beach is at the end of this road. Park just before it (near the
Sheraton Hotel) as the road along the beach is a dead end. Along the beachfront are several cafés,
restaurants, an ice cream bar and children’s play area. You can take a short stroll along the beachfront and
through a small wooded area to the next bay of Mlini, where there is also a lovely beach.
The following is a list of recommended local Dubrovnik beaches:
Banje Beach: The most popular beach in Dubrovnik and with good reason: the proximity and views to the
Old Town are unparalleled. This is about as close as it comes to a sandy beach in Dubrovnik (pebbles are
small) and the protection offered by Lokrum Island and the Old Town make it an ideal swimming beach for
children. The East West Club offers lounge chair and umbrella rentals and serves cocktails and snacks at
the restaurant/bar. The walk down to the beach requires several flights of stairs, but its location just next
to the Old Town in the neighbourhood of Ploce make it one of the most convenient beaches in
Dubrovnik. If you are travelling by local bus from the Villa to the Old City you can combine this beach with
your sightseeing!
Coral Beach Club
Coral Beach Club, situated in a private cove right on the tip of the breath-taking peninsula Babin Kuk. The
beach club is surrounded by palm trees this beach takes you to a different dimension. Equipped with
loungers, restaurant and boardwalk it provides everything you need for a day at the beach.
In the evening, this beach club transforms into an intimate and magical ambience ideal for a night of
relaxation with cocktails and carefully selected gastro delicacies.
Lapad Beach: Another popular beach in a great location, Lapad beach sits at the end of a pedestrian-only
street surrounded by restaurants, cafe bars, and ice cream shops. It gets crowded with vacationing families
in the summer months, but those who value their privacy can easily find lots of secluded swimming spots
just a few metres away if they walk a little further out onto the Lapad peninsula.
Sveti Jakov: Popular with locals, this beach is difficult to reach, but is well worth the 163 steep steps
required. The pebble beach offers fantastic swimming conditions and great views of the Old Town, which is
just 30 minutes away by foot. To reach Sveti Jakov, simply exit the Old Town at the Ploce Gate and walk
toward the Excelsior Hotel with Banje Beach on your right. After passing the Grand Villa Argentina, bear to
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the right down the small side street and continue on to the end. There will be a small church (the church of
Sveti Jakov) with the entrance to the beach just behind.
Lokrum Island: A small island easily visible from the Old Town and reachable by ferry from the Old Port.
There are a couple of beaches on the island and lots of secluded places for swimming (including one nudist
beach at the far end). Lokrum makes an easy half-day trip from Dubrovnik and is a great way to escape the
summer crowds of Banje beach.
Copacabana Beach: This is Dubrovnik’s most family-friendly beach, very pebbly but one of its most popular.
It is located on the Lapad peninsula close to many hotels and shops. The beach club offers many amenities
including lounge chairs and umbrella rentals; water sports such as waterpolo, water-skiing, parasailing,
windsurfing, sea slides for children, ice cream stands and a beach bar. Of course, all these extras attract big
crowds in the summer months.
Uvala Lapad: This stretch of beach goes from the centre of Lapad to the Dubrovnik Palace Hotel. It is a mix
of large rocks, concrete slabs, and small sections of pebble beach. Parking is very difficult to find, but those
who come by foot or public bus will be rewarded with an often nearly-empty beach and beautiful, tranquil
surroundings.
For the best beaches in Dubrovnik also check out:
http://www.guide2croatia.net/information/206/Guide-2-Beaches-in-Dubrovnik

Things to do in the vicinity
Honey Valley - (1) Medena dolina - Honey Valley Dubrovnik | Facebook please check out their facebook
page.
Local Exhibition in Srdj
http://www.dumus.hr/en/museum-of-contemporary-history
There is a small local exhibition just past the upper station of the Cable car. It is called ‘Exhibition
Dubrovnik during the homeland war 1991-1995’. This is worth a visit not only for the exhibits, but also for
the views when you get there.
This exhibition is held in the actual building where the soldiers protected the city from and shows pictures,
a video and a few items from the war such as weapons and grenades. It is very interesting and gives a real
insight into what the local people went through during the conflict. (It is a very basic exhibition and if you
would like more information, the Old City has walking tours based on the war which includes a Museum).
The exhibition is open 8am-6.00pm Monday-Sunday.
Directions:
Come out of the villa and turn left, continue up the road and then down the hill with the beautiful
panorama of the Old Walled City on your left. Continue until you reach a T-Junction. Turn right and
continue on the road (without turning off), passing Bosanka village and out through the walls of Fort Srdj
(Pronounced Serge). This is an old Napoleonic Fort. Continue on to the cable car station. The exhibition is
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held just past the cable car station in a concrete building with parking outside (not very well signposted!).
From here you have superb views towards the Islands of Lopud, Kolocep and Mljet and you can see the old
walled city below.

Dubrovnik Cable Car
www.dubrovnikcablecar.com
The best views of the old city of Dubrovnik, the crystal clear Adriatic Sea and the numerous islands are
experienced from the top of Srdj Hill.(Pronounced Serge) On a clear day, you can see up to 60 km (37
miles). For this reason the neighbouring Imperial Fortress was strategically built on this privileged spot by
Napoleon, back in the early 19th century. The original cable car was built in 1969 but was then destroyed
in the 1991 bombardment of Dubrovnik. The new cable car was built in 2010 and now has the additional
facilities of a snack bar, small restaurant, souvenir shop and amphitheatre.
An ideal way to experience the cable car would be to drive to the top (turn left out of the villa and head to
Bosanka, keep straight on until you reach the cable car station) and purchase a round trip ticket down into
the Old City. In July and August this would be a perfect way to avoid the headache of car parking in the Old
City.
Remember to check the time of the last departing car before you return.
Prices: check website for latest prices
Trip Advisor Review:
“We had so much fun on this buggy safari. Would definitely recommend you wear clothes you don't mind
getting dirty, a bandanna also as you might eat some dust. Spectacular view from the top of the mountain
of new Dubrovnik and personally the tracks were really fun. Honestly for us it is 1 of the best things we
have done. I was very nervous before driving as it had been 2 years since I had driven but the buggy is very
easy to drive and the activity is really easy to get into. Only downside is that we didn't do the table top
thing seen in the video but I had enough fun just driving and our instructor was really chatty and friendly,
definitely made the hour even better.
Would recommend it to everyone who goes to Dubrovnik, the museum at the top of the mountain is also
amazing and well worth a trip.”

Eating Out in Dubrovnik
Tipping
Croatia has no obligatory tipping rules but they are very welcome! In restaurants a service charge is
usually included in your bill; however it is considered customary to tip approximately 10% of the bill
separately to the waiter and to leave a few coins on the table for the assistant waiter.
Taxi drivers often overcharge tourists or round up the fare so do not feel obliged to tip them.
Croatian cuisine varies regionally however, in Dubrovnik the seafood is legendary, with huge mussels,
lobster, oysters and black cuttle fish risotto a local specialty. There is also a tradition of producing hard
sheep’s milk cheese and during the maturing period it is regularly doused with olive oil. This can often be
found as a starter in restaurants, called ‘Cheese in Oil.
There are many fantastic restaurants to choose from, a lot of which need to be booked in advance. Please
speak to Renato who can do this for you free of charge.
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Wine
The Pljesac Peninsula is renowned for its wine, the first rate red wines of Croatia, Dingac and Postup both
originate from this region, not far from Dubrovnik.
Information for wine buffs:
Croatia is home to three major wine producing areas:
Dalmatia is centred around the Peljesac Peninsula and it’s protected appellation called Dingac, is just an
hours’ drive north of the city of Dubrovnik. Plavac Mali grape is king here! Plavac Mali also thrives on the
neighbouring Island of Hvar and Makarska Ribiera (near Split) is becoming famous for producing Croatian
Zinfandel (locally known as Crljenak Kastelanski). The best white wine of Southern Dalmatia is made from
Posip-a local grape variety producing full body, sunny and mouthwatering wine to accompany the just–
caught seafood of the Adriatic. The Island of Korcula, the birth place of Marco Polo, is known for
producing the best Posip wines.
Istria and the Northern Coast is where crisp and aromatic white wines are made. Istrian Malvasia deserves
special attention as it is possibly the best dry Malvasia you will find anywhere. The Istrian Penninsula
provides the ideal terroir for Malvasia grape and Yellow Muscat (Muscat Blanc a Petit Grains). The main
local red is Teran (similar to Refosko), the wild and acidic variety, which shows best when blended with
Merlot or Cabernet.
Continental Croatia supplies the winemaking world with Slavonian oak. Slavonia is located South of both
Austria and Hungary and just like it’s neighbours, produces excellent cool climate reds and whites.
Zweigelt, Pinot Noir and Blaufrankisch as well as Reisling, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Grigio thrive here.
Grasevina (also known as Welschriesling) is traditional and pairs well with the foods of the region such as
Croatian fish brodet or chicken paprikash.

Dubrovnik
The Old Walled City
The best way to get an idea of the layout of the
old town is to climb onto the City Walls. This is
the equivalent of an open top bus tour and
takes approximately one hour or longer to do
the full route although you can get off halfway
round.
Please check current prices with Renato.
(Please note these prices do increase each year,
but we highly recommend you include this as
part of your holiday). A Dubrovnik card is also a
good purchase as the walls are included in this.
There are two points at which to get onto the
walls at both the west and east ends of the
Stadun. (Gradske Zidine; high season 8am-7pm;
low season; 10am-3pm)

18
Note: the 2km/1mile long walk can be arduous in the heat of a summer’s day and is not recommended for
anyone who suffers serious vertigo, as there are several precipitous drops.
The main artery through the old town is the Stradun, a wide boulevard of marble that has been polished by
the feet of thousands of tourists. Meander through the streets, enjoy the small gift shops and soak up its
ambience with a drink in one of its many street cafés.
Directions:
From the villa, follow the coastal road to Dubrovnik and when it splits take the right fork to Dubrovnik (left
is signposted to Split). When you come to a set of traffic lights at the bottom of the hill turn left and follow
the road down to the Old City and the car parks. (Read the section on parking on page 7 for charges and
procedures in the Old Walled City).
Cruise Ships and Dubrovnik
With almost a million cruise ship passengers arriving in Dubrovnik every year it can be a challenge to steer
clear of the ‘cruise ship crush’. We want our guests to enjoy the Old City experience without feeling like
you’re in Piccadilly Circus in rush hour! To be able to make the most of it, here are our two top tips:
1) Plan ahead. The Port of Dubrovnik publishes every year a full list of all the cruise ship movements into
Dubrovnik; this includes the cruise ships that dock in front of the old city and in the Port of Dubrovnik. It is
a relatively easy document to follow; you select which month, then scroll down looking for the dates that
are important to you. Each date has a detailed breakdown of the number of ships, the number of expected
passengers and the times of departure. The opening menu for the document is in Croatian, but the rest is
in English and it’s easy to follow. If you can see that 7,000 passengers are on their way, then adjust your
own plans.
Here is the link - http://www.portdubrovnik.hr/girica1.php
2) Timing is vital. Most of the cruise ships that steam into Dubrovnik are on a day-trip and there are very
few that spend an evening moored. With this in mind you can still enjoy the beauties of Dubrovnik, even
when a few thousand cruisers are in town. As the ships sail off into the sunset in the early evening the
passengers will be called back on board mid afternoon. Our advice is to avoid the historic core from
10.00am to 4.00pm. we would suggest enjoying breakfast or evening dinner in Dubrovnik, but find
somewhere else for lunch.
Other things to do in the Old Walled City
Walking Tours
There are many companies who run walking tours within the city walls and usually operate on a regular
basis between 1st May and 31st October. The tours are about an hour long, in English and have varying
themes, some of which are based on the story of the war. We would recommend these as they are very
interesting.
Museums
• Museum of the Franciscan Monastery
• The Rectors Palace
• Maritime Museum & small Aquarium (St John’s Fortress)
• St Saviours Church
• Treasury of the Cathedral
These are all very reasonably priced to get into and are a must see for those interested in history.
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Game of Thrones Tours
See the Dubrovnik locations used in the hit TV series ‘Game of Thrones’. With an expert guide at your
side, you’ll get to know the fictional city of King's Landing while exploring Dubrovnik’s UNESCO-listed Old
Town. Climb the city walls, picturing the bloody battles from the TV series and visit Lovrijenac Fortress to
learn about the evil exploits of King Joffrey. Follow in the footsteps of Ayra Stark and hear insider gossip
galore about the popular series.
Game of Thrones tours depart twice daily (dubrovnik-walkingtours.com) or meet by the red umbrella at
Onofrario’s fountain ten minutes before departure). Entrance to Lovrijenac Fortress is included. A Game of
Thrones map can be found at experience.dubrovnik.hr
Dubrovnik Festival
www.dubrovnik-festival.hr

Places to Visit Outside Dubrovnik
Cavtat (pronounced Savtat)
home @ Cavtat-Konavle.com
Ston & Mali Ston (little Ston)
The twin towns of Ston & Mali Ston are bidding to be designated as
a UNESCO World Heritage site, but while their historical merits are
intriguing, most Croatians come here to eat and drink. A handful of
fish restaurants hug the waterfront in Mali Ston. Just offshore,
fisherman can be seen working the fertile waters in small wooden
boats and a crop of poles indicate the mass of oyster beds. Fresh
from the boat, oysters are on offer in local restaurants with a
seafood feast of 3-4 courses costing a fraction of what it would in
any other European country.
Fortified walls break south from the small fortress above Mali Ston
and connect with the twin town of Ston. The walls date from
1333, when the rapidly expanding city of Ragussa (modern day
Dubrovnik) bought the town and wanted to protect it – as well as the surrounding salt pans - from attack.
You can walk around the remaining parts of the walls, which withstood Serbian shelling in 1991 and an
earthquake in 1997.
Aboretum Trsteno
The Trsteno Aboretum is the sole Aboretum on the Adriatic coast and you will pass it on the way to Ston. It
has a 500 year old Renaissance garden and villa, olive grove, neo-romantic garden and a collection of trees,
shrubbery and other interesting vegetation.

Konavle Valley
Continue on the coastal highway past the airport to the Konavle region. Follow signs to the village of
Gruda for lunch at the Konavoski Dvori restaurant. This restaurant has the most magnificent setting at the
foot of the black majestic mountains on the banks of the Ljuta River, with an old water mill. Waitresses are
dressed in traditional dress and dishes are prepared in the traditional way. You can stroll amongst the
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cool, lush green woodland following the path of the river at the side of the watermill (you can do this
without having to eat at the restaurant). This makes a lovely trip out of the city during the heat of the
summer. Be aware though that it is a hot spot for coach parties at lunchtime in peak season.
The Islands
It is said the only true way to appreciate the
coastline of Croatia is from a boat. There are many
choices of excursions or boat trips to a variety of
Islands, all of which can be done in a day.
However, our favourite is the three island boat trip
which Renato can book for you to the three
Elaphiti Islands which is very special. The day
includes transfer from the villa to the harbour
where Mario (the skipper) will greet you with
homemade wine and brandy and then take you to the Islands of Kolocep, Lopud and Sipan where you can
swim, meander the small streets and have a coffee. While on Lopud, Mario will BBQ your lunch on the back
of the boat, this is usually fish, salads and bread and yet more homemade wine and brandy! On Sipan you
will have 3 hours to sunbathe, swim, browse the small artisan shops, and let your lunch go down. You will
be returned to the harbour at about 6pm and then the transfer will bring you back to the villa (You will not
want to drive after Mario’s wine!)

Blue Planet Diving Centre
http://www.blueplanet-diving.com/en/
Blue Planet Diving centre is the southernmost PADI Five
Star Instructor Development Dive Resort in Croatia. The
centre is located in the luxurious Hotel Dubrovnik
Palace in Dubrovnik, surrounded by impressive cliffs,
blue sea and various excellent diving sites. A spacious
pool for the check dive, outdoor restaurant, nice
cocktail bar and a terrace with a unique sunset view. Everything is at hand!
Beginners can acquire basic diving skills with their special course. Check out what attracts so many
enthusiasts below the sea surface and decide whether you indeed want to continue diving! In addition,
they offer advanced and special courses for experienced divers.
Tel +385 91 899 0973
Note from Villa owners “Our two teenagers tried the introductory 3 hour bubbles session and spent 45
minutes under water experiencing the most beautiful sights. They
are now hooked! We would thoroughly recommend this
experience at Blue Planet.”

Sea Kayaking
Adventure Dalmatia
http://www.adventuredalmatia.com/activities/
Email: dubrovnik@adventuredalmatia.com to book your place.
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Montenegro
A day trip to Montenegro is very feasible from the Villa. In 50
minutes you can be at the border and then take a wonderful
leisurely drive around the bay of Kotor, stopping off for a swim or a
bite to eat in one of the many restaurants that sit on the water’s
edge. Kotor city is a Unesco world heritage site built between 12 th
and 14th centuries. With its remarkable scenic views, it is steeped in
history, tradition and filled with medieval architecture and historic
monuments.
Euro is the currency - do remember to take your passports!
Note from Villa owners “We visited Montenegro and drove around Kotor bay on a very rainy day in
October and totally fell in love with it. We are sure you will love it too in the sunshine!”

The Mostar Bridge
Mostar in Bosnia is a good day trip. Remember to take your
passports!
Euros or Kuna are accepted in central Mostar and the journey takes
approximately 2 hours.
Taking your rental car out of Croatia
Documents required:
1. Eco tax €10
2. Green card €90
Most car rental companies will have already paid for both of these for the year and there should be an eco
tax sticker on the car and a green card document given to you by the rental company.
Remember to tell your car hire company if you intend to take the car out of Croatia.

Departure - Guests are asked to leave the Villa by 10am on their departure day.

This time may be
flexible subject to prior agreement and arrival of other guests. Please leave the Villa in the condition as you
found it and report any breakages/maintenance problems as soon as possible.
On departure, guests are requested to:
• clean the BBQ (if used)
• remove all of their personal foodstuffs
• empty fridges and freezers
• empty all bins
• wash up and put away all used kitchen equipment, returning all items to their original positions
• wipe surfaces
• dispose of all household rubbish in the outside dustbin
Thank you for your co-operation.

